the production of cyanosis is diminution of oxygenation, which may be the result of respiratory affections which hinder the access of air or diminish the area of the aerating surface, or may be due to circulatory disorders lessening the amount of blood flowing through the lungs. The blood in cyanosis is of high specific gravity?from 1,070 to 1,080, the amount of hremoglobin is large, whilst the number of erythrocytes increases so that it frequently exceeds 7,500,000 per cubic millimetre, and the leucocytes often reach such a figure as 12,000 per cubic millimetre.
The explanation of these facts, previously advanced by Gibson, is that they are due to lessened wear and tear of the corpuscles, so that the duration of their individual existence is increased, and their number is proportionately augmented until a balance is struck between their production and destruction. 
